THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

of two remarks and perhaps more. On one occasion the
Doctor, in an irascible mood, cast an unnecessary slur on
the army by declaring that officers usually first married
their wives for money and then maltreated them. "As
little famed/' he said, "as the army is for religion, nothing
is, I believe, more common than for the officers to make good
Christians of their wives, and to teach them true repent-
ance. " That observation had to go. Again, the Doctor,
when in the country, lived in a very plain house which was
furnished with nothing unnecessary, "except books, and
the prints of Mr. Hogarth, whom he calls a moral painter,
and says no clergyman should be without all his works, in
the knowledge of which he would have him instruct his
parishioners, as he himself often doth." In his revision
Fielding substituted "satirist" for "painter," and clipped
off the rest of the sentence, thereby avoiding the absurdity
of including instruction in Mr. Hogarth's works among the
pastoral duties. Similar extravagant praise was bestowed
upon Bishop Burnet of a past age. Speaking directly, the
author described him as "almost the only English historian
that is likely to be known to posterity, by whom he will be
most certainly ranked amongst the greatest writers of
antiquity." On sober thought this prophecy appeared too
venturesome, and it was removed.

Most curious alterations concern Fielding's eulogies on
the physicians whom he counted among his friends. During
a severe illness two years before, he had been attended by
Dr. Thomas Thompson, who afterwards became his chief
medical adviser. Out of gratitude to this man to whom he
believed he owed his life, he gave him, perhaps in lieu of
a fee, a whole chapter of praise. "When one of Booth's chil-
dren, it is related there, was brought to the point of death
by the erroneous treatment of an unnamed physician, the
distracted parents summoned Dr. Thompson, who threw
all the physic of his predecessor to the dogs, and by simple
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